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Word From the Director of Operations

— Teddy thens

The principle upon which our work is done is the dignity of the huwman
person who without consideration of ethnlclty, soclal status, sex or
tdeological persuasions is worthy of respect. This is why the injustice
of poverty requires a powerful and concrete response to address both its
causes and its impact on peoples’ Lives. We seek to overcome poverty in
all tts forms. Whewn people are aware and have the power to claim their
basic hwmawn rights, they escape poverty. This view underping our de-
velopment efforts Ln the different strategic areas we seek to contribute
to change for a better worlo. We conduct all owr projects and pro-
grammes from a right perspective anol gendler justice s a strong an-
chor for our work with all those we serve. (n this intervention, we linten-
sify the flght against corruption by saying no to corruption and mis-
appropriation of public vesources at all Levels of governance and Leader-
ship. This will remain an tllusion until we are able to lmprove aceess to
information and citizens oversight in the management of public af-
fotrs and resources. The words of Mahatma Gandhi : Be the good You
wank to see swms this aptly for us. Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Elections 2015 : Please don't sell your votes and rights

The General Election fever is heating up all across Nigeria.

The present and the future we have is what we create for ourselves.
Every Nigerian bears some responsibility for the way our elected lead
ers and civil servants behave in the execution of their duties. Why not
make the forthcoming election that of the triumph of justice over the
powerful forces that do not want to see change for the common good

of all Nigerians. In Imo State, there are three zones, 27 local govern-
ment areas and 680 communities.

We have started awareness and mobilization of communities in the
State to give people the tools they need to shun bribery and corruption
strengthen democratic values, combat poverty and injustice, promote
gender equality, human rights and democratic processes. Join the fight




Some of the new Projects starting in January 20135

Project Title: Keeping mothers and their Project Title: AFFORDABLE SOCIAL HOU-

Children Alive in Imo State SING FOR THE POOR o '
The burden of Housing shortfall in Nigeria is esti-

pacdiatric HIV mated at between 16-18 million units
infection and the World Bank notes that Nigeria
across  the needs to produce about 720 units annu-
globe is 1000/ ally for the next 20 years to begin to
day. There is a solve the problem. About 85% of the
global goal to urban population live in rented accom-
eliminate modation, spending 40% of tt.le-ir ip-
MTCT of HIV SOme on rent. .'ljhere are many living in
by 2015. We inhuman conditions, there are homeless

in many cities and people living under
bridges and in shacks. Lack of afford-
able housing is a big challenge in Nige-
ria. Low cost housing programme of

can all be part
of this effort.
We have medicines that can eliminate this
roblem. r th rs in the figh in

could be done. Nigeria has the second highest the p oor an d homeless.' The .Boko
number of new infections each year, and Harz}m Jihadists have contnbut§:d in dis-
about 3.7% of the population living with HIV, placing thousands and rendering them
i.e., 3.4 million with adult prevalence of homele§ 5. As they flee frorp thf%se ter-
3.1%. HIV burden in the world. Women con- "OFStS 1 the nqrthegst. SprlngAlqutlD
stitute 60% of the adults living with HIyy 2ifordable housing aims to make a little
AIDS (PLWHA) in Nigeria. Many new in- contantlon to easing housing needs for
fections occur from mother to child. It is esti- those displaced by insurgents. Do you
mated that 360, 000 children are born with P¢ed @ one-bedroom self-contained
HIV in Nigeria most of whom became in- apartment, please call/e-mail today.
fected by their mothers during pregnancy, la- CREDIT ASSITANCE PLATFORM (CAP)
bour or breastfeeding. This project aims at
developing capacity of local community that
help to address and bring to an end paediatric
HIV, including through PMTCT. Communi-
ties can play a significant role in this effort to
eradicate MTCT of HIV. This is what this
project will try to achieve in 18 communities
in Imo State. Nigeria’s 3 million HIV positive
individuals constitute the second greatest bur-
den of HIV/AIDS care and treatment world-
wide. Adding to this burden are 1.2 million
children orphaned by HIV/AIDS. Heterosex-
ual transmission accounts for up to 95% of
HIV infections. Fewer than five percent of
pregnant HIV-positive women are reached by
services to prevent mother-to-child transmis-
sion (PMTCT), and more than 73,000 chil-
dren are born with HIV each year.
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SpringAidintlD marks WORLD AIDS DAY 2014

Hi everyone! On 1 December, SpringAidIntID joined other network
members of CisHan in Imo State to mark the World AIDS Day
through HIV counseling and testing activities in Owerri. Much pro-
gress has been made in the fight against HIV/AIDS epidemic. One
interesting thing is that the world has passed the tipping point where
the number of those receiving anti retroviral drugs out number the
number of new infections in many countries. Another area is that
many countries in Africa now domestically contribute about half of
the funds used to fight the epidemic in Africa. Yet, much still needs
to be done. There remains a lot of ignorance about HIV, a lot of
stigma and prejudice. People are still dying of AIDS because of
lack of information. Knowing your HIV status will help you spare
your unborn child the danger of contracting the virus from you.

Mission:

CIVIL SOCIETY WEEK & 14th . et ]
NNNGO ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2014 I()Ill;)i]) e_C!th;ll‘;)tllz V illf;&g]igf(l fsEIfl S

SpringAidIntLD was present at . . .
the recently concluded Civil cation/Childcare For Children at
Risk

Society Week, organized by . . Core Val
World Alliance for Citizen Par- Access Lo quality pre-primary and gy

ticipation( CIVICUS) in Johan- early primary education is critical
nesburg, 21 -24 November in an individual’s life, in integral

2014. South Africa. As a mem- development terms. But, only 17%
ber of NNNGO. we were also | ©f Nigerian children are enrolled in

pre-primary education. As a result,
primary education is failing to de-
velop basic skills. A staggering 11
million children are out of school in
Nigeria (62% of them girls), includ-
ing 4.7 million elementary school
age. It is estimated that 15 million
children in Nigeria are working in
agriculture as domestic servants,
hawkers, beggars or trafficked
through sex industry. Many of them
are out of school and without ac-
cess to basic social protection ser-
vices. The highest gains in a child’s
life come from investing in early
years of education. Very simple in-
terventions at early years can make
substantial difference. This is why
this project aims at supporting vul-
nerable children in three local gov-
ernments in Imo state.

present through our representa-
tives in the Conference of Ni-
gerian Network for Non Gov-
ernmental Organizations 3 De-
cember in Lagos. The: theme
was: “CSO Legitimacy, Trans-
parency and Accountability:
The role of Government and
Civil Society". We are con-
vinced that a strong civil soci-
ety participation is crucial to a
sustainable and effective de-
mocracy in any society. Help to
create an educated and in-
formed citizen in local commu-
nities in Nigeria. This is the
most responsive and account-
able way to building a Culture
of democracy and democratic
institutions and processes in
Nigeria.

Strategic Priority:

Networks




Annual General Meeting (AGM) 2014

The Annual-General-Megting(AGM)—of Sprin-
oALAIMELD has been postponed from 29 Decentber
to 14 January 2015. We are hoping that all our
books for the year 2014 and our auditors report
would have been ready by then. we are also de-
Lighted that our Founder, Dr Chikezie Onuoha
MSP will be present. We regret any nconven-
Lences. Youw are welcome!

SpringAid UK

SpringAid UK has been in operation for the past
two years. Its board took a decision at its meet-
ing in June to register with the Charity Commis-
sion United Kingdom as a charity. This is a wel-
comed news as this will create more opportunities
for it in the achievement of SpringAids vision and
goals. The application has already been made.

Mandela’s Words to Nigeria

On 5 Decem-
ber 2014, the
world
marked the
anniversary
of  Nelson
Mandela's
passing  on,
remembering his legacy, as Nigerians, what he
said about us should lead every Nigerian espe-
cially those in leadership positions to sober
thoughts as we approach the 2015 General elec-
tions. Here are Mandala's words to Nigerians:
"YOU know I am not very happy with Nigeria. |
have made that very clear on many occasions.
Yes, Nigeria stood by us more than any other na-
tion, but let yourselves down, and Africa and the
black race very badly. Your leaders have no re-
spect for their people. They believe that their in-
terests are the interests of the people. They take
people's resources and turn it into personal
wealth. There is a level of poverty in Nigeria that
should be unacceptable. I cannot understand why
Nigerians are not more angry than they are."

SpringAid International Dev Org
was founded by Chikezie Onuoha MSP on

29 August 2009 and registered as charity
with the Cooperate Affairs Commission,
Abuja in 2012 and a US EIN. This organi-
zatlon exists as autonomous charities tn o
few other countries such as the UK and
Sweden
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About this Newsletter

This newsletter is a platform to enhance information
sharing and participation in in our activities, projects
and programmes. It brings you new s of completed,
ongoing and future plans of SpringAidIntID. It is cir-
culated to those in our network

Connect with Us
Facebook: https://ww. Facebook.com/pages/springAid

Twitter: https:/twitter.com/Spring Alndintlp
Skype: Springaidnig

website: www.springaidnig.org

E-mail: info@springaidnio.org




